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Greetings 

Hopefully this finds everyone well and 
looking forward to our June meeting.  

We had a great time at our picnic with 
plenty of great food and greater 
fellowship. We were happy to have 3 
of Greenville Country’s finest as our 

 

 A Message from our President  Blake Roulette 

 

guests. I hope everyone had chance 
to spend time with them.  

The Board announced the renaming 
of the picnic to the Sharon Spiegel 
Memorial Picnic. This activity was 
one of Sharon's most loved activity.  

Please plan to be at our meeting 
and enjoy being with people with the 
same love of dogs as you. 

Until Tuesday,  

Blake  
 

 Show Chair Report               Kris Harner 

Hi All,  
Wow, can’t believe it is a month before our Show.  I am excited and ready to 
take this on.  The Premium List is out, a few things that bothered me were the 
insert we had was way too small and the layout in the premium list was too.  
Those things will be fixed in the future.  In the mean-time PKC and the GKC 
show crew have been hard at work. 
 
We have an incredible website, thanks to our own Ken Spiegel, please be 
sure to check it out, and thank Ken for all his hard work.  We have also 
arranged for RV parking to have Fuel delivery, and clean out.  Still working on 
the water supply, have several leads.  By time the show comes around we will 
have that solved. 
 
  
 
The reserved grooming has already sold several spots, within the first week of 
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Sunshine Committee  Becky Ward  

 
 
 
If you hear of a Member that is ill or just in need of a kind word of support, please 

contact Becky at (864) 288-6206 or email at wardbk@charter.net. Remember, a 

simple word spoken in kindness can make a world of difference for a friend in need. 

Pup Cakes!   

  
If you missed the picnic, you missed out on Janine Strait’s 

very creative (and tasty) cupcakes. 

mailto:wardbk@charter.net
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Members’ Brags    

 

Alissa and Steven Samoya 
 
Thanks to Kris Harner, our Doberman, Foxfire's Hot Lil Habanero (Habe'), 
earned his championship in Asheville on June 8th!! 
 
Bobbie Fairbanks 
 
Azalea Hill's Midnight Lace  -   Rough  Collie Tri Bitch  was WB all 4 days at the 
Fletcher, NC shows. 
 
Fran Marron & Trevor Butler 
 
At the Ashville show on 6/7/14, my little girl, Leeza, aka Marlord's Lady Liberty, 
went BOB from the BBE class over some very nice Specials. This was her 
second major.  
Sunday, same weekend, Lexi aka Marlord's Pursuit of Happiness went WB and 
BOW for her second major. WOW what a weekend! 
 
Paula Ford 
Bainwood Collies 
 
New CH. Pleasant Acre Bainwood Number The Stars finishes at 11 months of 
age going WD/BW/BOV at the Hendersonville Kennel Club show on May 23rd. 
Owned by Paula Ford and her sister, Donna Pack. 
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Details from Your Delegate    Linda Knorr 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

-- AKC’s True Fans – 
 

 
New York, NY – If you’re anything like my wife and I, it all started the day you brought that one dog into your life. 
For us, it was Caesar - our first Bullmastiff.  Since there was no Internet back then, we found him through the 
classifieds in our local paper. He was a great dog, just not a great Bullmastiff. But that didn’t matter to us. We 
loved him - and lost him much too early. But in that short time, he made us fall in love with the Bullmastiff breed. 
We researched the breed and breeders, learned about conformation events, attended dog shows, and began to 
collect that array of breed paraphernalia that somehow invades every corner of your home. I imagine many of 
you are wearing your breed on you somewhere right now – pins or jewelry or clothing or even, I would wager, 
some have a tattoo. In short, we, like you, became fans of a breed and fans of our sports. 
 
I like being called a fan, don’t you? I like what it stands for, even though some people believe the idea of “fans” 
came from “fanatics” - a usually pejorative word. Actually, The Dickson Baseball Dictionary cites William Henry 
Nugent’s work asserting that “fan” was derived from “the fancy,” a term from England referring to the enthusiasts 
of a specific hobby or sport – like dog shows. The word came into common usage in America in 1889, just five 
years after the launch of the American Kennel Club. Coincidence? I think not. 
 
It is an accepted fact in sports that your fans can have a demonstrable impact on performance. In football, which 
allows 11 players on the field, the assemblage of fans in the stadium is collectively referred to as the “12th man.” 
A researcher from Harvard University discovered that the home team achieved a tenth of a point advantage for 
every 10,000 fans in the stadium. 
 
Imagine the advantage we could have for purebred dogs, for breeders, and for our sport with a much larger 
active fan base. We have already begun to do just that with Facebook. 
 
There are lots of numbers associated with Facebook, but the most important are those that identify your true fan 
base. There is a simple equation that does that: the number of “people talking about this” divided by the total 
number of “likes” which is called “engagement.” According to experts, an acceptable engagement rate, or true 
fans, is in the range of one to two percent. 
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Two baseball teams with very strong fan bases are the New York Yankees and the New York Mets. The 
Yankees have an engagement rate of 4% and the Mets have 6%. Both are doing better than acceptable in 
growing their fan base. 
 
Apple, one of the world’s strongest and best-liked brands, is at 1.4% 
 
HSUS is at 1.6% and ASPCA is at 4%. 
 
The AKC’s engagement rate – the measurement of true fans – is an astounding 30%! The actual number of true 
fans is 535,000 – higher than any of those I just mentioned by a multiple. In fact, we have 16 times more true 
fans than HSUS. 
 
You cannot manufacture a fan base. You cannot buy a fan base. You create it by telling stories about the many 
things that happen in our world, throughout the day, throughout the years. Sometimes it is about winning, but 
mostly it is about unique, emotional experiences that can only happen when dogs and people come together. 
Those stories are best when told by fans - people like you. As Napoleon said, “Ten people who speak make 
more noise than ten thousand who are silent.” 
 
At the Delegates Meeting on Monday, Chris Walker presented an informative guide to utilizing social media to 
help your clubs. It will be posted on AKC.org. I’ll reiterate the conclusion of the presentation: We need you to talk 
- promote yourselves, promote your dogs and promote the sport of purebred dogs. And educate people about 
responsible dog ownership. Be proud of the love and service you have given the sport over the years and 
nurture new people into the sport. 
 
In short, spread the truth. 
 
There are people and organizations that don’t want the truth about the AKC to be known. Hate may attack it and 
ignorance may ridicule it, but in the end, the truth is irrefutable. While yawns, laughter, and germs are infectious, 
the most powerful infectious thing is spreading the truth. 
 
As true fans, we will stay strong, stand up for dogs. 
 
As always, your comments and suggestions are welcome at atk@akc.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan Kalter 
Chairman 

Details from Your Delegate    -continued 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greenville Kennel Club 

P.O. Box 5029 
Greenville, SC  29606 

The Greenville Kennel Club meets every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 
the Comfort Inn Millennium, 2756 Laurens Rd. at I-85. Meetings start at 
7:30PM. The Board of Directors meets every other month.  
 
For more information on our meetings or scheduled programs, please 
contact the Recording Secretary, Margaret Norkett,  
 Eyespi20@WCTel.net 
 
All items to be included in the newsletter are due on the Wednesday 
before our monthly meeting. 

Any items submitted to the GKC Editor for inclusion, are subject to 
copyright law. Furthermore, the submitter shall bear the entire 
responsibility for copyright infringements and removes the GKC and its 
Editor from any liable actions for said publication. 

Established in 1939    Greenville Kennel Club   An AKC Member Club 

The next meeting of the GKC 
is on 

June 17, 2014 

 

Visit us On-line @ www.GreenvilleKC.org 

Blake Roulette - President  

Dorwynd@yahoo.com 

 

Tracy Iffland– 1st Vice President  

carouselchin@juno.com 

  

Patrice Lineberger – 2nd Vice 

President  

paltwinmom@alumni.clemson.edu 

 

Thecla Tyner – Correspondence 

Secretary 

thecla53@gmail.com 
 

Margaret Norkett– Recording 

Secretary  

Eyespi20@WCTel.net 
 

Sandra Campbell -Treasurer  

GCamp54098@aol.com  

 

Linda Knorr - AKC Delegate  

lindaknorr@charter.net 

 

Kris Harner - Show Chair  

kharner@carolina-networks.com 

  

Ken Spiegel –Web & Newsletter  

news@greenvillekc.org 
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